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Candidate’s Guide To Comprehensive Comprehensive Public Funding In Hawaii County

How Do I qualify as a comprehensive public funding candidate?

You must collect 200 signatures from registered voters from within your district.  Each signature must be accompanied with a $5 contribution from the registered voter who signed his or her name.  These signatures, accompanied with their $5 “qualifying contributions”, must be turned in to the Campaign Spending Commission no later than 30 days before the primary election.  There is also a Campaign Spending Commission application that needs to be turned in at the same time.

The Campaign Spending Commission will then issue a decision to certify you or not within ten business days of having turned in the application.

It is advisable to collect more than 200 signatures when attempting to qualify.  Some of the names of the people signing may not show up as registered voters with the Hawaii County Clerk.

For more information, you can contact the Campaign Spending Commission at 586-0285 

Below is a checklist for qualifying
1.  Reside in the district from which you’re seeking office as of the date


of the filing of nomination papers.

2.  Be a registered voter in the district from which you’re seeking office.

3.  File a “declaration of intent” to seek comprehensive public funding with


the commission between January 1 of the election year and thirty days before the


closing date to file nomination papers (mid to late July)

4.  Collect 200 qualifying signatures accompanied with $5 qualifying contributions


from registered voters who reside in the district from which you’re seeking office.

5.  File an application for certification for comprehensive public funding with the 


Campaign Spending Commission.

How much money do I get?
How much money you receive depends upon whether or not you’re running in a contested or in an uncontested race.

Money disbursement for contested primary:  You will receive the average amount of money spent by winners in your district in the last two primary elections cycles, minus ten percent.

Money disbursement for uncontested primary:  You will receive 30% of the average amount spent by winners in your district in the last two primary election cycles.

Money disbursement for contested general election:  You will receive the average amount of money spent by winners in your district in the last tow primary election cycles, minus ten percent.  **Please note that certain circumstances may allow a candidate to use some of the general fund money in their primary.

Money disbursement for uncontested general election:  You will not receive any money for an uncontested general election.

What if I’m outspent by a privately funded opponent?

If you’re outspend by a privately funded opponent, you’ll receive the amount spent by your opponent matching funds up to twice the amount of your original allotment of money for the primary and general elections combined. In other words, if your opponent happens to spend twice the amount of your combined primary and general fund monies, then you cannot receive any more money in matching funds.   But you will receive matching funds up to that amount.  This scenario is relatively unlikely, but more possible in districts with lower amounts of money involved.

If I’m a comprehensive public funding candidate, can I use any of my own money?

No.  If you’re a qualified comprehensive public funding candidate, you cannot accept money from any person, PAC, or institution.  You cannot use your own money either.  You’re restricted to using only the public funds given to you through the program.

